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TO  THE  CHAIRMA.N  AHE  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  BRIXWORTH. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Brixworth  Rural  District  for  the  year  1955, 
incorporating  that  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Prom  a study  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of 
the  district  it  will  be  observed  that  a 
slight  rise  in  the  number  of  births  has  led 
to  a Standardised  rate  higher  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales.  It  would  appear,  however, 
that  the  whole  of  the  increase  on  the  figures 
for  the  previous  year  was  accoimtec  for  by  a 
sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  which  took  place.  The  Death  Rate, 
even  after  correction,  remained  somewhat  in 
advance  of  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales, 
this  being  due  to  the  high  proportion  of 
deaths  of  elderly  ladies  which  occurred  in 
establishments  situated  within  the  district. 

No  change  in  the  principal  causes  of 
death  was  noted,  Heart  and  Circulatory 
Diseases  remaining  pre-eminent , Cancer  in 
its  various  forms  next,  accounting  for 
almost  2Q)io  of  all  the  deaths,  followed  by 
Cerebral  Catastrophes. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  for 
the  year  totalled  183,  of  which  Measles 
accounted  for  no  fewer  than  133,  whilst  there 
were  23  cases  of  Dysentery  reported.  Two  cases 
of  Poliomyelitis  (one  Paralytic)  occurred 
during  the  year,  compared  with  one  in  1954. 
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Moderate  progress  was  reported  in 
sanitary  matters  in  1955,  two  sewerage 
schemes  being  completed  and  another 
commenced.  No  new  ones  were  prepared 
for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
It  is  regretted  that  the  state  of 
national  economy  has  come  to  make  it 
extremely  difficult  for  Local  Authority 
schemes  to  be  proceeded  with,  including 
such  important  matters  as  increasing 
the  frequency  of  refuse  collection  from 
fortnightly  to  weekly,  since  the 
financial  advantage  alone  of  expenditure 
on  prevention  as  opposed  to  that  called 
for  on  cure  is  simple  common  sense. 

Housing  developments  throughout 
the  district  proceeded  at  a satisfactory 
pace  during  1955.  Altogether,  54  houses 
were  completed  by  the  Coimcil  (10  more 
than  in  1954),  beinging  the  total  number 
built  since  the  war  up  to  568.  A 
further  68  were  under  construction  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  With  regard  to 
private  enterprise  building  89  houses 
were  erected,  (5  fewer  than  in  1954), 
bringing  the  total  since  the  war  to 
466.  A further  89  houses  remained  in 
course  of  erection.  Under  the  Housing 
Act,  1949,  the  Council  approved 
applications  for  Improvement  Grants  on 
67  properties,  compared  with  20  in  1954, 
the  value  of  which  amoimted  to  the  sum 
of  £13,829. 

In  conclusion,  thanks  are 
expressed  to  all  members  of  the  Staff 
who  contributed  in  any  way  towards  the 
compilation  of  this  report,  in 
particular,  to  those  of  the  Sanitary 
Department,  also  to  the  Chairmen  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
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Committees  for  their  interest  and  encouragement 
during  the  year  under  review.  Appreciation  is 
also  expressed  for  the  information  on 
immunological  measures  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  and  for  the  details  kindly 
supplied  by  the  Director  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  which  paid  its  second  visit 
to  this  rural  district. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.A.  HAMILTON  SUMMERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August  1955. 


BRIXWORTH  RURAL  DIST  R I C T 


COUNCIL 


oOo 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMT^fflTTEE 


Mr.  W.  Wood  (Chairman)  Mr.  E.T.  Gardner 

(Deputy  Chairman) 


Mr.  O.E.P.  Wyatt  J.P. , 
(Chairman  of  the 
Council) 


Alderman  C.M, 
Newton,  M.B.E. , 
(Vice-Chairman  of 
the  Council) 


Mrs.  V.G.  Berwick 

Mr.  J.E.  Gardner 

Mrs.  V.C.  Harris 
Mr.  W.A.  Holland 

Hon.  Mrs.  C.B. 
Macdonald -Buchanan 


Mrs,  Y/.S.  Cowling 
Mr.  C.H.  Gravely 

Mr,  J.R.  Hart 
Mr.  H.  Kimhell 

Mr.  T.R.  Pegram 


Mr.  G.H.  Pickering  Mr.  A.S.  Tarrant 

Mr.  E.A.  Turney  Mr.  W.R.M.  Webster 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OPPICERS  OP  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

H.A.  HAMILTON  SUMMERS,  M.B. ,B.Ch. ,B.A.O. ,D.P.H. , 
also  holds  appointments  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Daventry  Rural 
District  Council,  Daventry  Borough  Council, 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  School  Medical  Officer. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

P.A.  RUSSELL,  P.P.S.,  M.R. I.P.H. ,M.S.I.A. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector: 

R.S.  LINLEY. 
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SUMM/lRY  of  vital  statistics 


Area  (in  acres)  82,944 

Population  ( est . ) 18 , 440 

Number  of  Separate  Dwellings  occupied  ...  5,746 

Rateable  Value  1955  £104,085. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  £416.  7-  1. 


LIVE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  per  1000 

BIRTHS 

1 

estimated 

population 

Legitimate 

128 

134 

262) 

14.96 

Illegitimate 

6 

8 

14) 

154 

142 

276 

STILL 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Percentage  of 

BfRTHS 

total  bir'bhs 

5 

5 

8 

— “ 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  per  1000 

(all  causes) 

estimated 

population 

105 

165 

270 

14.64 

DEATHS  FROM 

PUERPER/lL  CAUSES 

Maternal  Mortality 

NIL 

NIL 

IIJFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  under 

1 year 

per  1, 

000 

live  births 

Rate  per  1000 

Male 

Female 

Total 

live  births 

5 

2 

5 

18.11. 

DEATHS  from 

Percentage  of 

Cancer(all  a, 

ges) 

total  deaths 

20 

33 

53 

. — 

DEATHS  from 

Measles  (all ages)  - 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  from 

V/hooping  Cough 

(all  ages) 

— 

- 

— 

— 

DEATHS  from 

Diarrhoea 

(all  ages) 

— 

— 

5 - “ 

— 

TABULATED  SUMMARY  FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Births 

Deaths 

Under  1 

All 

A^es 

year 

Year 

Estimated 

No. 

Crude 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Crude 

Populatior 

1 

Rate 

Rate 

1946 

15600 

321 

20.58 

10 

31.15 

203 

13.01 

1947 

15740 

338 

21.47 

10 

29.58 

211 

13.46 

1948 

18020 

262 

14.54 

6 

22.90 

212 

11.76 

1949 

17170 

259 

15.08 

8 

31.00 

203 

11.82 

1950 

17240 

265 

15.37 

5 

19.00 

201 

11.66 

1951 

17730 

291 

16.41 

9 

30.93 

191 

10.72 

1952 

17840 

263 

14.78 

6 

22.81 

156 

8.74 

1953 

17990 

267 

14.88 

11 

41.19 

235 

13.06 

1954 

18300 

266 

14.51 

4 

15.03 

257 

14.04 

1955 

t 

18440 

276 

14.96 

5 

18.11 

270 

14.64  : 

1 
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SECTION  A. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

AREA  - (82,944  acres).  The  district  continues 
to  be  almost  entirely  rural  in  character, 
agricultural  and  dairy  farming  being  the 
principal  industries  carried  on.  Open-cast 
workings  for  ironstone  are  still  active  in 
the  vicinity  of  Brixworth  and  Pitsford.  The 
natural  configuration  of  the  district  and  the 
nature  of  the  terrain  has  led  to  the 
construction  of  several  large  reservoirs, 
the  property  of  the  Mid-Northants  Water, Board. 

POPULATION.  The  Registrar  General  estimated 
the  population  for  the  mid-year  1955  to  be 
18,440,  an  increase  of  140  over  the  previous 
year.  The  natural  increase  in  population, 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  reduced 
to  6. 

DEATHS.  The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned 
to  the  district  for  the  year  was  270  compared 
with  257  in  1954.  The  crude  death  rate  based 
on  the  mid-year  population  was  14.64  compared 
with  14.041  in  the  previous  year.  The  following 
table  has  been  compiled  for  comparison  with  the 
four  previous  years  :- 


Years 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Recorded 

Rate 

1951 

191 

93 

98 

10.72 

1952 

156 

78 

82 

8.74 

1953 

235 

97 

138 

13.06 

1954 

257 

93 

164 

14.04 

1955 

270 

105 

165 

14.64 

In  order  to  compare  the  mortality  in  the 
District  with  the  mortality  for  England  and 
Wales  it  is  necessary  to  make  a correction,  to 
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allow  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  two  populations.  This 
is  done  by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate 
of  the  District  an  ’’Area  Comparability 
Dactor"  which  has  been  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  0.84  for  this  District. 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate,  therefore,  is 
12.29?  and  is  slightly  in  advance  of  the 
figure  of  11.7  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole,  bearing  in  mind  the  nature  of  the 
district. 

MORTALITY  TABLE 

Based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the 
International  Statistical  Classifications 
of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of 
Death,  1948. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1, 

Tuberculosis , 

respiratory 

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 
forms 

_ 

1 

1 

3. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
stomach 

5 

5 

10 

4. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

lung , bronchus 

i 5 

5 

5. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
breast 

_ 

11 

11 

6. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
uterus 

_ 

5 

5 

7. 

Other  malignant  and 
Lymphatic  neoplasms 

10 

12 

22 

8. 

Leukaemia ,aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

9. 

Diabetes  

— 

3 

3 

10 

.Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system 

19 

21 

40 

11 

.Coronary  disease, 
angina 

15 

16 

31 
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Causes  of  Death 


Male  Pemale  Total 


12 .Hypertension  with  heart 

disease  3 

13 .Other  heart  disease.,.  ...  14 
14. Other  circulatory  disease  6 

15 .Syphilitic  Disease  

16 .Pneumonia  6 

17 . Influenza  2 

18. Bronchitis  2 

19. Other  respiratory  diseases  1 

20. Castro-enteritis  and  diamhoea- 

21.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

22 . Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  4 

23 . Congenital  malformations  1 
24. Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases  ...  7 

25.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  1 

26.  All  other  accidents 2 


2 

62 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

11 

2 


Totals  105  165 


Associated  Mortality  Statistics 

STILL  BIRTHS 3 5 

DEATHS  of  infants  imder  1 year  3 2 

DEATHS  of  infants  under  4 weeks 

(included  in  previous  figure)!  2 


5 

76 

11 

2 

7 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

18 

1 

4 

270 


8 

5 

3 


BIRTHS.  The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to 
this  district  was  276,  compared  with  266  in  1954. 
The  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was 
14.96.  Applying  the  Registrar  G-eneral’s  Area 
Comparability  Eaotor  for  births  (1,04)  to  this 
figure  the  Standardised  Birth  Rate  obtained  for 
this  district  - 15.55  - compares  satisfactorily 
with  15.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

STILL  BIRTHS.  The  number  of  still  births 
during  1955  was  8 (3  males  and  5 females). 

The  resultant  rate  for  the  district  of  28.16 
is  considerably  in  excess  of  that  of  23 ol  for 
England  and  Vfales.  The  rates  for  the  past 


five  years  are  given  in  the  following  table 
(per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  by  way 
of  comparison. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

19^1  1932  1933  1934  1933 

27.49  11.27  32.61  22.07  28.16 

ILLEGITimp  BIRTHS.  There  were  14 
illegitimate  births  assigned  to  the 
district  during  the  year  (6  males  and 
8 females),  compared  with  4 in  1934. 

Shown  as  a proportion  of  the  total  number 
of  live  births  this  represents  3.07  per 
cent . 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.  Wo  deaths 
associated  with  pregnancy  or  childbirth 
were  recorded  during  the  year. 

IWEAWT  MORTALITY.  The  number  of  infants 
who  died  before  reaching  their  first 
birthday  was  3 (3  males  and  2 females), 
compared  with  4 in  1934.  The  resultant 
rate  of  18.11  compares  favourably  with 
24.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

DEATH  RATE  UNDER  1 YEAR  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 

1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1933 

19  31  22.81  41.19  13.03  18.11 

NEONATAL  DEATH  RiiTE.  The  niimber  of  infants 
who  failed  to  survive  for  4 weeks  after 
birth  was  3,  (1  males  and  2 females).  This 
gives  a rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  10.87 
or  1.08  per  cent. 

These  deaths  are  included  in  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate.  _ in  _ 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

LABORATORY  SERVICE.  Laboratory  work  in 
connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  control  of 
Infectious  Diseases  is  carried  out  at  the 
Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  in 
Northampton  under  Dr,  Hoyle. 

INPANT  V/ELFARE  CENTRES.  The  following  centres 
are  held  at  the  places  and  dates  indicated. 
Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in 
attendance  in  his  capacity  as  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer. 

BRIXWORTH  INFANT  V/ELFARE  - 


3rd  Friday  each  month  at  Village  Hall. 
WELPORD  INFANT  WELFARE  - 


4th  Thursday  each  month  at  Village  Hall. 

BOUGHT ON  INFANT  WELFARE  - 

2nd  Wednesday  each  month  at  Boughton 
Institute. 

MOULTON  INFANT  WELFARE  - 

1st  Tuesday  each  month  at  Manfield  Hall. 
SPRATTON  INFANT  WELFARE  - 


4th  Tuesday  each  month  at  Women's  Institute. 

AMBUL/i-NCE  SERVICES.  General  medical  and  surgical 
cases  are  removed  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  from  Northampton,  the  Brigade  acting  as 
agents  of  the  Coimty  Council  under  the 
arrangements  made  under  Section  27  of  the 
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National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  Infectious 
disease  cases  are  also  removed  by  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  under  the  same  arrangements. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.  The  County  Council 
became  responsible  for  these  duties  as  from 
5th  July,  1948. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.  Cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  which  require  Isolation  are  treated 
at  the  Harborough  Road  Isolation  Hospital, 
Northampton,  which  comes  under  the 
administration  of  the  Oxford  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE^ DISTRICT 
V^TER  SUPPLIES. 

All  responsibility  for  water 
undertaking  throughout  the  entire  Rural 
District  is  now  vested  in  the  Mid -Nor than ts 
Water  Board.  No  evidence  of  unsatisfactory 
water  supplies  came  to  notice  during  1955. 

SEV/ERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Progress  in  this  extremely  important 
aspect  of  communal  life  throughout  the 
district  proceeded  at  a somewhat  reduced 
pace  during  the  year  in  question.  The 
works  at  Scaldwell  and  Old  were  completed, 
while  work  continued  on  the  Moulton 
Village  scheme.  Work  began  on  the  Clips  ton 
scheme  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Whilst  once  again  no  new  schemes  were 
prepared  or  submitted  for  Ministry  of  Health 
approval  during  1955?  permission  to  commence 
work  on  schemes  for  Great  Oxendon,  Harlestone, 
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Pitsford  and  Sibbertoft  was  received, 

DISINPECTIQN.  Concurrent  and  terminal 
dis infection  by  means  of  gaseous  and  liquid 
disinfectants  is  carried  out  in  homes  where 
certain  infectious  diseases  are  notified. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  a number  of 
requests  for  disinfection  of  premises  were 
received  and  dealt  with. 

D I S INF E ST AT I ON . This  s rvice  is  carried  out 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  at  the  request  of 
owners  or  tenants  of  houses  complaining  of 
the  presence  of  vermin.  No  such  action  was 
necessary  during  1955-  (This  includes  the 
eradication  of  bed  bugs). 

PREVENTION  OF  EAMACE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949* 

During  the  year  the  existing  staff 
proved  adequate  to  discharge  the  Council’s 
responsibilities  under  the  Act;  no  major 
rat  infestations  occurred  on  the  Council's 
properties  throughout  the  period  under 
review. 

MOVEAB!^  DWELLINGS i Seven  licences  were 
granted  by  the  Council  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  269* 

SCAVENGINC.  Although  the  subject  of 
discussion  on  mere  than  one  occasion  during 
the  year,  no  change  was  made  in  the  existing 
system  of  household  refuse  eollection,  which 
continued  on  a fortnightly  basis.  The 
submission  that  this  is  too  infrequent  for 
changing  modem  living  conditions  is  again 
put  forward,  in  the  hope  that  eventually  it 
will  be  found  practicable  to  introduce  a 
weekly  collection  service. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  One 
certificate  under  Section  47  of  this  Act 
was  submitted  to  the  Council  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year.  It 
referred  to  an  elderly  gentleman  living 
in  a caravan  near  Pitsford,  the  action 
taken  in  the  matter  being  duly  confirmed 
by  the  Council. 

SECTION  D. 


H 0 U S I N C. 

Although  the  details  of  work  carried 
out  by  the  Council  in  connection  with 
lousing  are  no  longer  required  by  the 
iinistry  of  Health  to  be  included  in  this 
mnual  report  in  the  statutory  form 
employed  hitherto,  it  is  felt  that  the 
report  would  be  very  far  from  complete 
if  all  such  information  were  excluded. 

In  fact,  so  much  of  the  day-to-day 
activity  of  the  department  is  concerned 
with  various  aspects  of  housing  that 
the  results  can  perhaps  be  utilised  to 
illustrate  the  general  level  of  living 
conditions  and,  by  inference,  the  state 
of  health  of  the  coimnunity,  at  least  as 
well  as  other  facets  of  public  health 
practice.  Accordingly,  it  is  proposed 
to  set  out  such  information  as  would 
seem  to  be  of  greatest  interest  and  value 
to  the  Council,  so  that  they  may  better 
appreciate  the  degree  of  progress  generally 
achieved  throughout  the  district. 

One  very  important  matter  requiring 
to  be  attended  to  during  the  year  was  the 
report  on  all  unfit  houses,  and  the 
Council’s  proposals  for  dealing  with  them, 
oalled  for  under  Section  1 of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  A veiy 
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comprehensive  survey  of  all  such  houses  having 
been  completed  and  presented  to  the  Council  in 
1953,  this  further  report  made  few  extra 
demands  on  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  department. 
It  was,  in  fact,  prepared  by  the  staff  of  the 
Clerk's  department  and  presented  for  approval 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment. 
A summary  of  the  report  is  set  out  below  i- 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954 ♦ Sec. I. 

No.  of  permanent  dv/ellings  in  area 5746 

Estimated  No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  according  to  Sec. 9 of  the  Act 
and  suitable  for  action  under  Secs. 11  & 

25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  et  seq  510 

Period  of  years  for  demolition  of  such  ...  5 

No.  of  houses  for  inclusion  in  Clearance 

Areas...  294 

" " " already  covered  by  Clearance 

Orders..  17 

" " " for  individual  demolition. ..' 199 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  report,  the  total  number  of 
unfit  houses  ascertained  to  be  in  existence 
in  the  district  was  902,  but  by  the  time  the 
report  had  been  prepared  214  of  these  had 
been  sufficiently  improved  to  merit  upgrading, 
whilst  a further  178  had  been  demolished. 

In  addition  to  the  work  carried  out  in 
connection  with  the  preparation  of  this  Slum 
Clearance  report , the  usual  work  of  the  Council 
under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 
continued,  and  the  following  details,  set  out  in 
tabular  form,  summarise  the  year's  work 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11. 


1.  No.  of  unfit  houses  represented  4 

2.  No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  3 

3.  No.  of  houses  demolished  3 

4.  No.  of  persons  affected  8 
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Housing  Act,  1936,  Secticai  23 > 


!•  No,  of  Clearance  Orders  made  1 

2,  No.  of  houses  included  in  Area 10 

3,  No .of  houses  demolished  19 

4,  No.  of  persons  affected  39 


Other  associated  housing  statistics. 

1,  No,  of  vuluntary  undertakings  received  32 

2.  No.  of  unfit  houses  upgraded 27 


Prom  these  details  it  will  be  obseiwed 
that  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses 
throughout  the  district  declined  by  49 
during  the  year,  either  through  improvements 
or  demolition  whilst  a further  32  came  under 
control  by  means  of  voluntary  imdertakings 
from  the  respective  owners  not  to  re-let 
after  vacation  until  made  fit  for  human 
habitation. 


In  order  to  illustrate  even  more 
clearly  the  nature  of  the  general 
improvement  in  living  conditions  which  is 
steadily  taking  place,  a comparison  has  been 
drawn  up  between  the  state  of  affairs  as  it 
appeared  on  completion  of  the  original  Slum 
Clearance  Sin*vey  in  1953,  and  as  it  was  by  the 
end  of  1955,  less  than  three  years  later, 
as  follows 


1953  1955 


Unfit  houses  surveyed  875  902 

” ” upgraded  110  214 

’*  ” demolished 40  178 

Unfit  houses  remaining  725  510 


actually  occupied  ....  705  408 
subject  to  control  ...  184  519 
not  controlled 521  89 
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From  this  it  will  be  seen  that,  by  the  end 
of  1955 y the  total  number  of  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation  in  the  district  had  been 
reduced  by  about  one  third  whilst  of  those  st4.ll 
occupied,  representing  only  7^  of  all  the 
dwellings  in  the  district,  almost  five  sixths 
were  subject  to  control  as  to  their  future  use. 
This  represents,  in  my  opinion,  a most  healthy 
state  of  affairs  which,  studied  together  with  the 
marked  increase  in  improvement  work  which  has 
been  considered  suitable  for  grant,  indicates 
that  the  Council  has  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  progress  of  their  commitments 
in  this  most  important  and  very  extensive  field 
of  public  service. 

SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD. 

MILK.  As  a result  of  the  transfer  in  1949  of 
the  control  of  milk  production  on  the  farm  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and 
the  placing  of  the  licensing  and  supervision 
of  pasteurising  plants  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Council,  the  District  Council  retains 
only  the  duty  of  controlling  the  distribution 
and  sale  of  milk. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  - CLEAN  FOOD. 

Premises  on  which  food  was  prepared  or 
stored  for  sale  to  the  public  were  inspected 
at  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  year. 

No  serious  defects  were  found  but  more 
general  evidence  of  greater  awareness  of  the 
importance  of  hygienic  storage  and  handling 
of  food  would  again  have  been  welcomed. 
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SECTION  P. 


PREVALENCE  OP,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INPECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Notification  of  the  following  cases  of 
infectious  disease  was  received  during  the  year. 


DISEASE 

Mo 

P. 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

0.21 

Measles 

66 

67 

133 

7.21 

Scarlet  Pever 

2 

5 

7 

0.37 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

3 

0.17 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

7 

10 

0.52 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis 
( includ ing 
polio  - 
encephalitis ) 
paralytic 

1 

1 

0.05 

non-paralytic 

— 

1 

1 

0.05 

Dysentery 

12 

11 

23 

1.24 

Total 

86 



96 

182 
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SMALLPOX. 


Once  again  no  cases  wete  notified  during 
the  year. 

On  comparing  the  1955  figures  of  children 
vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  against  Smallpox 
with  those  for  earlier  years  it  is  observed 
with  some  satisfaction  that  the  previous 
trend  in  a downward  direction  appears  to  have 
been  reversed,  at  least  temporarily.  Despite 
the  continuing  freedom  from  infection 
generally  it  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  this 
rise  in  niunbers  of  protected  children  will  be 
maintained. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  VACCINATED  IN  1955. 


Under  1 
year 

1-4 

5-14 

15  or 

over 

Total 

Primary 

122 

15 

9 

8 

154 

Re -vaccination 

1 

32 

33 

SCARLET  FEVER.  Seven  cases  were  reported 
during  the  year,  compared  with  21  in  1954,  the 
infection  again  being  of  a mild  type  generally. 
Terminal  disinfection  was  carried  out  where 
required. 

DIPHTHERIA.  No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

D IPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS  1955 . 


i Under  1 

i 1-4 
\ 

— 

5-9 

^ 

10-141  Total 

Booster 

1 year 

t 

i 

i 

- i 94 

1 

i 55 

! 

! 34 

1 

5 

53 
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\imOOPING  COUGH  DMIMISATIONS  1933 


1 Under  1 

\ year 

[YN 

1 

i ... 

5-14 

Total 

1 1 

i 

i 

2 

4 

{ 

1 

CO]\/[BINED  WHOOPING 

COUGH  - DIPHTHERIA 

IMMUN ISAT  lONH^  1955. 

: ! 

1 Under  1 ; 
1 year 

i _ , 

1-4 

1 — 1 

1 

ir\ 

j 

Total  1 

i 

i 

i 117 

67 

2 

186  1 

NIB/BER  OP  CHILDREN  HAVING  COMPLETED  A 
PULL  COURSE  OP  IM/TUNISATIONS  AT  ANY 
TIME  UP  TO  3lst  Decenber,  1933.  ^ 


Age  at 
31.12.55, 

under  1 

(born 

1955) 

1 & 
under 

2 & 
under 

3 & 
undo? 

— 

4 & 
un3er 

9 & Total  1 
under  under  ! 

i 15 

Number 

3^ 

190 

394 

601 

821 

1963:  2938 

Iinmujiisation  is  carried  out  at  all 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  District,  and 
also  at  sessions  of  school  medical  inspection 
when  required. 

Application  for  immunisation  can  be 
made  to  the  County  Council  Health  Visitor 
or  arrangements  can  be  made  with  general 
medical  practitioners  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act, 


MEASLES.  133  cases  were  reported  during 

the  year , compared  with  7 in  1954.  The 
infection  was  again  not  unduly  severe  and  no 
deaths  resulted  from  it. 

Vi/'HOOPING  COUGH.  10  cases  were  notified 
compared  with  29  in  1954.  There  were  no  deaths. 
In  view  of  the  serious  effects  which  can 
result  from  this  infectious  disease,  parents  of 
very  young  children  are  strongly  urged  to  have 
them  immunised  against  it,  preferably  at  the 
same  time  as  they  are  immunised  against 
diphtheria. 

ACUTE  POLIOI^TYELITIS.  2 cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  one  of  which  was  of  the 
paralytic  variety.  In  each  instance  children 
were  the  victims. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  TABLE  I 


Males 

1 Females  i 

Pul. 

Non.  Pul. 

j Pul. 

1 Non . Pul!. 

Cases  on  Register 
at  3I0I2.54.  ... 

C\J 

16 

33 

1 

5 

Number  of  cases 
notified  dinring 
the  year 

2 

3 

1 

Number  of  cases 
restored  during 
the  year 

Inward  Transfers 

- 

I 

3 

1 

Cases  cirred  ... 

4 

” I 

- 

_ 1 

i 

Cases  on  Register 
at  31.12.55.  . • • 

28 

..  : 

• 

37  1 

1 

! 

5 1 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary- 
under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in 
connection  with  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the 
milk  trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals 
with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY  1955. 

Following  on  the  successful  execut- 
ion of  the  pilot  survey  carried  out  in 
Brixworth  in  1953  the  No.l  (Northants 
Mass  Radiography  Service,  of  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  paid  a second 
visit  to  this  Rural  District  during  the 
year. 

Owing  to  the  more  mobile  nature  of 
the  equipment  used  two  nev;  centres  were 
visited,  to  wit,  Moulton  County  Modern 
School,  and  Walgrave  Shoe  Factory.  Set 
out  below  are  statistics  of  two  surveys, 
from  which  it  will  be  noted  that  singularly 
little  evidence  of  Tubercular  infection  was 
found,  there  being  none  at  all  in  the 
Walgrave  survey, 

TABLE  I. 


Survey  materials-  Moulton  Institute 
of  Agriculture,  Secondary  Modem  School, 
Walgrave  Shoe  firm,  general  public. 


Films  Taken 
No.  not  previously 
exam,  by  M.M.R. 
No.ref .to^J^ejJ 


Moulton 

Walgrave 

M.  jF. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1 

283  j 308 

591 

44 

74 

118 

222|241 

465 

13 

46 

59 

3*  1 

4 

1 

l; 
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TABLE  II. 


Moulton 

fYalsrave  ! 

M. 

P. 

Total 

M. 

P. 

Totali 

Pind ings  s- 

Active  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

i 

! 

1 

t 

S 

Inactive  P.T.B.  needing 
close  supervision 

1 

1 

Inactive  P.T.B.  needing 
occasional  supervision 

1 

mmm 

mm  • 

Non-Tubercular 

conditions 

2 

2 

1 

1 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  policy  of 
offering  B.C.G-.  vaccination  to  school  children 
aged  13  years  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council,  the  necessary  Mantoux  testing  and 
subsequent  vaccination  being  carried  out 
principally  by  School  Medical  Officers. 


AGE  AMD  SEX  DISTRIBUTION  OE  KEVY 

CASES  AND  DEATHS,  1933. 


Age  Groups 


0”  • e • • • • 

1““  •*»••• 

20- 

25*“»  «•  ••  • 

55“®®®®®» 

65  and  over 
Age  unknown 

Total 


New  Cases  i 


Deaths 


{Pulmonary  Other  i Pulmonary  Other 


M 


P 


M 


P 


M 


P M 


P 


{ ^ 


2 i - 


1 


SECTION  G 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937> 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION 

OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  REGISTERED  FACTORIES 

A5  AO?  3lgT  DECEMBER,  19^^. 


1*  Food  mnufactuire 


Power 


Non- 

Power 


9 


1 


2.  Wearing  Apparel  s- 

(a)  Boots  and  Shoes  ...  2 

(b)  Outfitting - 

3.  Carpentry,  Joinery  & 

Sawmills  14 

4.  Garages,  Repair  Shops  and 

Engineers  11 

5.  Laundries  3 

6.  Monumental  Masons  - 

7.  Gas  Works  - 


1 

5 

5 

1 

3 


8.  Plumbers 


; 2 

j 

Total  . ...  39  I 18 
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PART  I OP  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OP  PROVISIONS 

AS  TO  HEALTH. 


! 

I 

No.  on 

Number 

— 

of 

Premises  Re 

sgister 

Inspec- 

tions 

V/ritten 

Notices 

1 Occupiers 

1 Prosecuted 

( i )Pactories 
in  which 
Sections  1,2, 

3 , 4 and  6 
are  to  he 
enforced  by 
Local 

Authorities 

18 

43 

j 

(ii)  Factories 
not  included 
in  (i)  in 
which  Section 

7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 

59 

9 

j 

{ 

1 

(iii)  Other 
premises  in 
which  Section 

7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 
(excluding 
outworkers ’ 
premises ) 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

t 

1 

i 

1 

! 

57 

52  i 

i 

t 

! 
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2 


CASES  IN  VraiCH  DEFECTS  V/ERE  FOUND 


1 — 1 — 

1 

No.  of  cases  in  which 

No.  of  I 

! 

; 

defects  were  found 

cases  in  i 

which  1 

1 

IParticulars 

Referred 

prosecu-  ■ 

i 

tions  ! 

Found 

Rem- 

toH.M. 

by  H.M 

.were  ! 

i 

edied 

Inspec. 

]hspeG 

inst  itutedi 

IWant  of 
icleanliness 

i(S.l) 

lOvercrowding 

•• 

mm 

i(s»2)  •••• 

(Uhreasonable 

temperature 

(S,3)  .... 

Inadequate 

mm 

ivent  nation 

i(S«4)  •••• 

(Ineffective 
(drainage 
^of  floors 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

!(s.6)  .... 

iSanitary 

mtm 

Iconveniences 

i(S.7) 

1 ( a ) Insufficieait  1 
j(b  )Uhsuitable 

1 

or  defective  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)Not  separate 

1 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

against  the 
Act  (not 

; 

inc  lud  ing 

offences 

relating  to 

Outwork ) • . • 
• 

• •• 

i 

i 

Total  ' 

1 

1 

__ 

- - ^ 

— i 

PART  VIII,  OP  THE  ACT-  OUTWORK. 


Section  110. 

Section  111. 

1 

1 

i 

Ifeture  . 

Work 

tTo.  of 

out- 

workers 

in 

A-Ugust 

list 

required 

by  Sec. 

iiiod) 

^c) 

No.  of 

cases 

of 

defeUt 

in 

sending 
list 
to  the 

C ouncil 

No.  of 

prose- 

cutions 

for 

feilure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No . of 
in- 
stances 
of  work 
in 

un-whole 

some 

pramises 

Notioes 

seived 

Prose- 

cutions 

Making 

Wearing 

Apparel 

25 

— 

— 

Total 

25 

[ 

i 

- 

— 

- 
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SIMMARY  OF 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  INSPECTIONS 

Housing  1015 

Slaughter  houses  and  Butchers  Shops  537 

Bakehouses  18 

S ho  ps  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  31 

Factories  and  Viforkshops 52 

Water  Supplies  48 

Infectious  Diseases  15 

Verminous  Premises  5 

Defective  Drainage  •••  149" 

Defective  Premises  217 

Pests  Destruction 59 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  72 

Dair les  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  3 

Animals  Improperly  kept  9 

2228 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  - Section  92,  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  11 

Statutory  -do-  Nil 
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